
Don’t Believe the Spin! 
 
The East Devon District Council’s “spin” on the proposed 
“extended” Planning Permission for Queens Drive. 
 
The black type is taken from the press release and the blue comments from 
Independent District Councillor Megan Armstrong. 
 
New Year and new opportunities to have your say on Exmouth’s 
Queen’s Drive  
 

Council applies for extended planning permission for seafront site 
Taken from the 17/0090/MRES  
The planning application is not as stated an application to extend the life of the 
original outline planning application (which is not permitted by National Planning 
Policy) but a full planning application in every detail to allow development to proceed 
as soon as the application is approved. 
 
To extend the life of an outline application the District Council could easily have 
applied for a fresh outline planning application once the original outline permission 
deadline runs out on the 24th January.   
 
Exmouth people are being reassured that they will have at least five separate 
opportunities to have their say on what will be developed at Queen’s Drive. 
 
Exmouth residents need to be aware that rather than five separate opportunities to 
have their say, this could be their one and only opportunity to have a say. 
 
The people of Exmouth have exactly three weeks to respond to this planning 
application. There will be no legal requirement for further consultation and the 
developers could proceed as soon as this application is agreed. 
 



2017 promises to be the year that the future of the seafront site, which has been the 
subject of much debate over the years, will start to take shape and the council has 
reaffirmed that the people of Exmouth will be at the very centre of any proposals for 
development which are put forward. 
 
The council is currently applying for Full (Reserved Matters) Planning Application 
extended planning permission for Queen’s Drive, which will enable it to move 
forward and work with the community to develop new, modern leisure attractions for 
Exmouth people, businesses and tourists alike. This application does not include any 
residential development. 
 
The plans include a large hotel. 
 

The Full (Reserved Matters) 
Application extended planning 
permission will go before the 
council’s Development 
Management Committee in the 
next few months and once 
determined, will pave the way for 
proposals to build a £4 million 
water sports centre in the spring. 
 
There is no requirement to “pave 
the way for proposals to build a 

£4 million water sports centre” as the planning 
application being submitted by EDDC has full 
details of the proposed water sports centre and 
developers could proceed to build the facility once the present application is agreed.  
 

Before any development can happen, 
the watersport centre developers 
Grenadier Estates will be putting their 
plans before the public and will be fully 
consulting with the community before 
applying for permission. The views of 
the public will be reflected in the 
proposed plans that will go before the 
council’s planners and further 
consultation will be carried out by the 
district council before any decision is 

made. 
 

Taken from 17/0090/MRES Full planning details of the 
Water Sports Centre 

Taken from 17/0090/MRES Hotel Plans with even the Table and 
chairs laid out 



 
Why have EDDC gone to the expense of spending at least £65,000 of ratepayers 
money to an architect to provide the full plans of a water sports area when Grenadier 
Estates wish to consult the public and apply for permission again? 
 
It would have saved a lot of money and effort to submit a fresh “Outline Planning 
Application” which would have provided EDDC 3 further years of outline permission.  
 
Once planning consent is approved for the watersport centre,  the council will then 
start to move the Queen’s Drive road and car park – phase 1 of the project - to make 
way for the centre to be built (phase 2). 
 
New ideas are being sought for the third phase of developing the site and the 
council is keen to ensure that Exmouth residents have their say on what happens 
there so that the town can keep pace with the times and offer all-year-round 
attractive facilities which are already on offer at other seaside resorts. Proposals for 
this final phase of the project could include holiday accommodation or possibly a 
hotel. Throughout this phase of the project, there will be three further opportunities 

for the public to have their say on the future of the site. 
 
Why seek new ideas for phase 3 when the recently submitted planning application 
17/0090/MRES proposal has all the details of a hotel down to every particular -- in 
fact to where every table and chair will be positioned. 
 
The council has produced an info graphic to help people understand the future 
consultation and proposed development of the site.  

 
Cllr Phil Skinner, 
Chairman of the 
Exmouth Regeneration 
Board, said: “Exmouth 
is our biggest town and 
it is changing as it 
grows.  Investment in 
Queen’s Drive will 

Taken from 17/0090/MRES Full detailed plans for Hotel 

Taken from 17/0090/*MRES Full Details of Restaurant to Replace the Harbour 
View 



create new attractions, jobs and business for the town as well as enhancing the 
quality of the seafront as the Premier Inn and the Ocean have already done. 
 
“We want to move forward with this planning application so that we can open up the 
beach by moving the car park and road then build out a magnificent watersports 
centre.  Everyone will get to give their ideas on a new vision for the final phase of 
changes to the site.” 

If the Planning 
Application 

17/0090/MRES is 
agreed Exmouth 
residents could get what 
is proposed without 
providing any of their 
ideas on the new vision 
whatsoever. 
 

 
 
 

Local District Independent and Lib Dem Councillors were opposed to this most costly 
and seemingly ill-conceived planning application, but the Conservative majority 
approved this utterly inappropriate way to sustain the outline planning approval live.    
 
Please don’t believe the spin, object to the proposal and request that the Local 
Authority submit a plain and simple fresh Outline Planning Application. 
 
If this application is approved it could all go ahead without any further consultation 
whatsoever. 
 
 
Megan Armstrong 
Exmouth Independent District Councillor 
18.1.17 
 

Taken from 17/0090/MRES Shops and Gallery 


