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Speed bumps for 
troubled car park?
See page five

Lucky escape for 
pensioner
See page three

See page 39

A government official has rejected calls to 
register public footpaths at Knowle, bring-
ing to an end a ‘protracted’ legal wrangle. 

Residents appealed after Devon County 
Council refused applications in 2012 to 
preserve two routes as public rights of  way. 

East Devon District Council (EDDC) this 
week welcomed the Planning 
Inspectorate’s ruling to uphold the rejec-
tions. The decision was made on the basis 
that the footpaths’ use was ‘by right’, as 
access to the council’s current HQ’s park-
land is regulated by byelaws. 

EDDC chief  executive Mark Williams 
said: “Given the criticism the council was 
subject to following the initial appeal deci-

Knowle footpath 
hopes are dashed

MP’s multi-storey 
‘big vision’ for town
A ‘brave’ new vision for Sidmouth - including 
multi-storey parking and affordable housing - has 
been put forward by East Devon’s MP.

Speaking to the Herald, Hugo Swire voiced his 
concerns and frustration over delays in putting 
together a beach management plan and said a 
holistic approach is needed to invigorate the town.

The Tory MP criticised district council plans to 
build on the Mill Street car park and has written 
to the authority’s chief  executive with his objec-
tions. Mr Swire says the plan would do nothing to 
alleviate existing problems in the town.

He said: “I have been concerned for some time 
about the shops in the town.

“I think that, at a time when I want to see more 
people go into the town to do their shopping and 
parking is very difficult, I would be very against 
building in the Mill Street car park. 

“Where are we displacing the traffic to, if  you 
start building on the car park?

“We should actually revisit doing something on 
the Ham car park and I think we should be brave 

and do a really good 
scheme there. 

“People are put off  by 
multi-storey car parks, 
but we can do a clever 
design that incorporates 
multi-storey parking 
and residential homes 
with affordable housing 
- which is what we need 
to bring people into this 
part of  the town.

“It needs big vision. I 
think we need to pause and think and look at the 
beach management plan, the parking provision in 
the town and the whole Ham area as one big 
project.

“If  you take from the back of  Boots across the 

Ham car park, it’s a big area and it’s single-space 
parking in the heart of  town.

“I think it’s not impossible to come up with a 
nice scheme, not a hideous modern complex. 

“You are solving the parking issue and if  we do 
it as one, we are really invigorating the whole of  
the town. I think the one thing we lack is a marina 
and I don’t see why we could not have one in 
Sidmouth - it would bring people into town.

“Again, the whole redesign of  Alma Bridge and 
also the Drill Hall area needs to be done as one 
scheme.”

Mr Swire said he has been to visit residents in 
Cliff  Road where coastal erosion is a real problem 
and he is pushing for the long-awaited beach 
management plan to be a priority.

He fears any sewage leak by Alma Bridge, or 
along the seafront, would be ‘disastrous’ for people 
in the town. Mr Swire added that people are all too 
ready to see any development as a loss, but 
believes a model detailing how a new design could 
work would convince most. 

Eleanor Pipe
eleanor.pipe@archant.co.uk

 � Sidmouth Musical Comedy Society’s production of Oliver! is proving a huge hit with audiences at the Manor 
Pavilion Theatre - so much so its run has been extended. Success at the box office has meant the show’s stint 
will end with a matinee on Sunday (November 1). Ref shs 3183-44-15AW.   Picture: ALEX WALTON �  Continued on page three. 
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MP speaks out on EDDC move 
and hold-up to the Local Plan
East Devon’s MP has spoken out on 
the ‘divisive’ district council relo-
cation debate, frustration over 
Local Plan delays and a need for 
community hospitals.

Hugo Swire was re-elected with 
an increased majority in May’s 
General Election and has now 
revisited some of  the Sid Valley’s 
more contentious issues.

The Conservative MP previously 
called for East Devon District 
Council (EDDC) to put on hold its 
controversial plans to relocate 
from Knowle, but he says now it is 
a ‘done deal’, the authority needs 
to ‘get on with it’.

Speaking last December, Mr 
Swire said it would be prudent for 
EDDC to wait before committing to 
a costly move from Sidmouth to 
Exmouth and Honiton - which 
would take jobs outside of  his 
constituency.

Last week, he told the Herald: “It 
has been generally divisive. 

“My hope is that the jobs that 
are lost from the town will be 
replaced by those in the new 
development.

“I was not convinced by the case 
for moving it. The council has 
made a deal with Pegasus Life and 
thinks it will save money in the 

long-run. Although the grounds of  
the Knowle are walked in, the 
building itself  is not [currently 
used by the community]. I hope the 
people in the town will be able to 
use the facilities more.”

Mr Swire admitted the 
Government’s commitment to 
building more houses created a 
problem in Sidmouth, where much 
of  the land is within an Area of  
Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB). 

This, he says, is why there needs 
to be an established Local Plan, 
which would provide a blueprint to 
determine areas earmarked for 
future development for the next 15 
years and beyond.

Speaking about the delays in 
drafting a plan, Mr Swire said: “It 
has been a nightmare. 

“I have said this is an absolute 
priority and it has been extremely 
frustrating that we have not got 
here sooner.

“If  you live in a place, you do not 
want the field next door to be 
covered in houses, but if  every-
body said ‘not here’, there would 
be no more new houses.

“We are determined to get more 
people on the housing ladder. If  we 
build houses in the right area, then 
people will not complain.

“I would favour putting more at 
Cranbrook, but then what is the 
knock-on effect on our services?

“The sooner we come up with 
the Local Plan, the sooner we can 
have a more rational discussion 
about it.”

Mr Swire reiterated his opposi-
tion to community hospital bed 
losses that have affected East 
Devon towns, including Ottery St 
Mary

“That is a huge issue,” he said.
“I have seen [health secretary] 

Jeremy Hunt about it and we are 
very fortunate here in having so 
many community hospitals and I 
feel they are the place to keep 
people out of  the Royal Devon and 

Exeter Hospital. I want to have 
continued use of  them.

“Cost does come into it, but it 
does seem if  the communities are 
expanding so is the need for medi-
cal services.”

Mr Swire also said he had been 
upset to hear that long-serving 
Sidmouth town councillor Ann 
Liverton had been denied the 
honour of  being a freeman after 
independent representatives 
voiced concerns it could be seen as 
a political act.

He said he had written to the 
town council to express his regret.

Eleanor Pipe
eleanor.pipe@archant.co.uk

 � MP Hugo Swire speaks with reporter Eleanor Pipe.  

Just now people are telling me there 
are so many days to Christmas. 

Christmas cards are appearing in 
the card shops. 

We can only live one day at a time, 
think, seven days in a week. 

How are we to spend those days, 
this week? May I suggest what 
religion has to say? 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
On Monday, he gave me the gift of  

love,
Tuesday, peace came from above,
On Wednesday, he told me to have 

more faith,
On Thursday, he gave me a little 

more grace.
Friday he told me to watch and pray.
Saturday, he told me just what to 

say,
On Sunday, he gave me the power 

divine,
To let my little light shine [Ancient 

and Modern hymn 808]
One of  those days this week may be 

your birthday. Happy birthday. One of  
those days may be your marriage day. 
Have a lasting life together. One of  
those days may be saying farewell to a 
loved-one. May you believe as Jesus 
taught there is heaven. One of  those 
days, you may start a new job. And so 
I could go on. Whatever a day brings 
forth, a visit to a doctor, a nurse 
giving treatment, a day in the garden 
etc - you can only live one day at a 
time. 

Whatever, this little life of  mine, let 
it shine.

Religion
By Allan Bowers


