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Six incidents of  crime were recorded in 
Colyton in January, including £100 worth 
of  damage to play equipment. 

Incidents logged in the rural area have 
increased by 117 per cent from the same 
period last year, from six to 13. 

In Colyford, apparatus at the Peace 
Memorial play park was damaged 
between 11.30pm, on Wednesday, January 
28, and 9am, on Friday, January 30.  
[Crime reference: CR/006780/15]

Between Tuesday, January 13, and 
Sunday, January 18, a property in 
Springfields, Colyford, was broken into 
and jewellery stolen. [CR/004180/15]

Police are asking for residents to be 
vigilant after a spate of  power tool 
burglaries in Seaton, Beer and 
Branscombe over December and January. 

In Beer, power tools were taken after 
thieves broke into a garage in Long Hill 
during Friday, January 23, and Saturday, 
January 24. [CR/005841/15]

Another burglary was carried out on a 
garden shed in New Road but nothing 
was taken. [CR/005360/15]. 

The average number of  crimes 
recorded in January since 2004 has been 
17. 

If  you have any information on any of  
the crimes, please get in touch with 
Seaton Police Station on 101.

Crime rate rises 
as vandals target 
Colyton play park

‘Complexity’ of Local Plan 
delays consultation further
A long-awaited blueprint for future 
development in East Devon has been hit 
by another delay.

East Devon District Council (EDDC) 
presented its draft Local Plan to a 
government inspector in February 2014, 
but was told there were ‘serious failings’ 
with the evidence it had used to calcu-
late the number of  new homes needed in 
the region. 

The council had intended to start 
public consultation on its revised draft 
by the end of  January. 

However, the ‘complexity of  the work’ 
means this has now been pushed back, 
with the district council unable to say 
when the consultation will begin.  

Reacting to the news, Dr Cathy 
Gardner, from campaign group East 
Devon Alliance, said she was ‘alarmed’ 
by the delay.

“I think it is staggering it has taken 
this long,” she said. “One of  our main 
priorities is to make sure the completion 
and adoption of  the Local Plan is 
expedited.”

She added that, as long as the plan was 
not in place, communities in the region 
would be vulnerable to ‘inappropriate 
development’.

A district council spokesman said: 
“EDDC had expected to start consulta-
tion for the Local Plan in January, but 
due to the complexity of  the work, which 
involves many other organisations, 

including Exeter City, Mid Devon and 
Teignbridge councils, Dartmoor 
National Park and Devon County 

Council, this has been delayed. We are 
working as hard as possible to complete 
the work.”
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 � Protesters in 2012 - 
angry about development 
in East Devon.

�   See your special 
announcement in 
your trusted local 
newspaper

�  Share photos, 
videos and stories 
on your very own 
online message 
board

� Build lasting   
 memories
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